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Welcome Everyone!

Thank you for joining us, and thank you to Georgia Fire & Rescue
for hosting us today!
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TOWN OF GEORGIA, VERMONT

2017 COMPREHENSIVE MUNICIPAL PLAN

Introduction

Michael Allen - Regrowth Planning

| am working with the Town of
Georgia Planning Commission to
develop an update to the Town Plan,
last adopted in 2017.
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Introduction

Planning Commission - Review Committee

Suzanna Brown, Chair

Greg Drew

Tony Heinlein

Jared Waite

Emily Johnson

Douglas Bergstrom, Zoning Administrator

GEORGIA TOWN PLAN UPDATE



Schedule

Project Start September

Open House Workshop October

Community Survey December / January
Follow Up Discussions February / March
Draft Plan Presentation Summer 2024
Final Plan Fall 2024
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Town Plan Survey

Community Survey Town of Georgia Vermont

The Town of Georgia Vermont Planning Commission is conducting this survey to collect public input for the Georgia Town Plan.
The confidential and anonymous public input collected as part of this survey will be used to identify issues of importance to the
community and ideas for future improvement and discussion. The results of this survey will be used to identify topics for additional
public meetings in the Spring of 2024 and will help inform the language of the updated Town Plan. Please take a moment to fill out
this survey and return by mail addressed to: Town of Georgia Survey, 47 Town Common Road, St. Albans, VT 05478 or leave at
the dropbox located at the same address no later than January 17th. Thank you! 'F IE
.

Prefer to take this survey online? Do other people in your household want to fill it out? No problem!

M M Take the online version of this survey by using the QR Code at right with your smartphone camera, or
n O r e r O C 0 e C | n p u O r I S by visiting the following webpage:

https://tinyurl.com/GeorgiaVTSurvey

update, we advertised and —

n What is your opinion on the overall amount of growth and development in the Town of Georgia over the past

d t d t several years? (Select one)
C O n u C e a S u rV ey O I I l e a S u re O We could use a lot more growth O We could use a little more growth O It has been just about right

O We have seen a little too much growth 1 We have seen way too much growt O Unsure / No opinion

public sentiment onava riety of R e s o ot
topics and issues which we feel
could be useful for informing the e

Protecting local working farms and agricultural lands
Attracting additional affordable rental apartments / duplexes
p | a n u p d a t e o Attracting additional commercial growth in South Village
Attracting additional commercial growth in Georgia Center
Attracting additional industrial growth in industrial areas
Attracting additional residential growth in rural areas
Expanding opportunities for home occupations
Alleviating traffic congestion

Somewhat
Important
Very

Important

=] f=[{=]{=] a]{a]ala]|a] .
gojojojoojooooojo

O(0O|0|0O0|0|0O) 0| O/ Important
o ojojoojoojojoo|o

O/0|O|0|0/0|0| 0| Top Priority
O/OjOo/Oojo0|0|0(0O|0/0| Unsure

oo
ojoo
E]EI‘D

TOWN OF GEORGIA TOWN PLAN SURVEY e growthplanning.com PAGE10F 10
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Community Survey

The results of that survey have been
compiled in areport, which is now available
for review on the project webpage.

www.tinyurl.com/Georgiatownplan




Community Survey

The results of that survey have been
compiled in areport, which is now available
for review on the project webpage.

www.tinyurl.com/Georgiatownplan
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Town of Georgia Town Plan

The Town of gia VT is in the pi of updating its Town Plan to help guide future policy and long-term
planning.

www.tinyurl.com/Georgiatownplan

A Town Plan is a document—often with photos, drawings and maps—which outline the desired future vision and
general goals of the community. This planning process seeks to invite local residents to provide input on what issues

are most important to them and what they would like to see to help shape the plan.

Topics of discussion can include any variety of issues, including zoning, housing, economic development,

recreational improvements, water and sewer services, tourism, and many more.

But we need your help—a Town Plan needs to be developed using the input of the community—we want to hear
your ideas! Please join us at any of our various events and meetings, announced below, to hear different ideas and

share your own. You can also submit comments and suggestions here using the “COMMENT FORM" button below.
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Project Webpage

Town of Georgia Town Plan

The Town of gia VT is in the pi of updating its Town Plan to help guide future policy and long-term
planning.

www.tinyurl.com/Georgiatownplan

A Town Plan is a document—often with photos, drawings and maps—which outline the desired future vision and
general goals of the community. This planning process seeks to invite local residents to provide input on what issues

are most important to them and what they would like to see to help shape the plan.

.
Topics of discussion can include any variety of issues, including zoning, housing, economic development, . C 0 m m e n t FO r m | I n k

recreational improvements, water and sewer services, tourism, and many more.

But we need your help—a Town Plan needs to be developed using the input of the community—we want to hear

your ideas! Please join us at any of our various events and meeti nnounced below, to hear different ideas and n
share your own. You can also submit comments sing the “COMMENT FORM" button below. D L
|
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TOWN OF GEORGIA, VERMONT
2017 COMPREHENSIVE NUNICIPAL PLAN

@croxsiy Survey Report
Current Town Plan
Copies of Presentations
(NOW CLOSED) (NEW!)

Videos of Meetings

Other Materials
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Comment Form

Georgia Town Plan - Comment Form

This ONLINE COMMENT FORM is provided to collect public comments and
suggestions regarding the Town of Georgia VT Town Plan Update. Thank you for
your participation.

v @ o e Comment box gets larger as
you type in more text;

Please use the space below to provide any comments or
suggestions you may have for the Town of Georgia Town Plan.
The available space to write will get larger as you type.

ello this is a sample response Hello this is a sample response Hello this is a sample
response Hello this is a sample response Hello this is a sample response Hello this is a
sample response Hello this is a sample response Hello this is a sample response Hello this
is a sample response Hello this is a sample response Hello this is a sample response Hello
this is a sample response Hello this is a sample response Hello this is a sample response
Hello this is a sample response Hello this is a sample response Hello this is a sample
response Hello this is a sample response Hello this is a sample response Hello this is a
sample response Hello this is a sample response Hello this is a sample response Hello this
is a sample response Hello this is a sample response Hello this is a sample response Hello
this is a sample response Hello this is a sample response Hello this is a sample response]

(OPTIONAL) If you would like to be notified about future meetings,
events or announcements regarding the Town Plan, please provide
your email address in the space below. Thank you!

Your answer

Never submit passwords through Google Forms.

This form was created inside of Regrowth Planning. Report Abuse

Google Forms
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Comment Form

Georgia Town Plan - Comment Form

This ONLINE COMMENT FORM is provided to collect public comments and
suggestions regarding the Town of Georgia VT Town Plan Update. Thank you for
your participation.

v @ o e Comment box gets larger as
you type in more text;

Please use the space below to provide any comments or
suggestions you may have for the Town of Georgia Town Plan.

The available space to write will get larger as you type. [ ) Si g n u p fo r e m a i | u p d a t e S

Hello this is a sample response Hello this is a sample response Hello this is a sample
response Hello this is a sample response Hello this is a sample response Hello this is a
sample response Hello this is a sample response Hello this is a sample response Hello this
is a sample response Hello this is a sample response Hello this is a sample response Hello
this is a sample response Hello this is a sample response Hello this is a sample response
Hello this is a sample response Hello this is a sample response Hello this is a sample
response Hello this is a sample response Hello this is a sample response Hello this is a
sample response Hello this is a sample response Hello this is a sample response Hello this
is a sample response Hello this is a sample response Hello this is a sample response Hello
this is a sample response Hello this is a sample response Hello this is a sample response]

OPTIONAL) If you would like to be notified about future meetings,
events or announcements regarding the Town Plan, please provide
your email address in the space below. Thank you!

Your answer

Never submit passwords through Google Forms.

This form was created inside of Regrowth Planning. Report Abuse

Google Forms
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Comment Form

Georgia Town Plan - Comment Form

This ONLINE COMMENT FORM is provided to collect public comments and
suggestions regarding the Town of Georgia VT Town Plan Update. Thank you for
your participation.

e PRE— @ ot Comment box gets larger as
you type in more text;

Please use the space below to provide any comments or
suggestions you may have for the Town of Georgia Town Plan.

The available space to write will get larger as you type. Si g n u p fo r e m a i | U p d a t e S

Hello this is a sample response Hello this is a sample response Hello this is a sample
response Hello this is a sample response Hello this is a sample response Hello this is a ’ . ’ oy
sample response Hello this is a sample response Hello this is a sample response Hello this D t fo r et to C | I C k S u b m I t
is a sample response Hello this is a sample response Hello this is a sample response Hello O n g

this is a sample response Hello this is a sample response Hello this is a sample response

Hello this is a sample response Hello this is a sample response Hello this is a sample

response Hello this is a sample response Hello this is a sample response Hello this is a

sample response Hello this is a sample response Hello this is a sample response Hello this

is a sample response Hello this is a sample response Hello this is a sample response Hello

this is a sample response Hello this is a sample response Hello this is a sample response]

(OPTIONAL) If you would like to be notified about future meetings,
events or announcements regarding the Town Plan, please provide
your email address in the space below. Thank you!

Your answer

Clear form

Never submit passwords through Google Forms.

This form was created inside of Regrowth Planning. Report Abuse

Google Forms
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Community Survey

Our goal tonight is to review the results of
that survey and begin a discussion about
our takeaways, and how we might address
those in the plan update.

Have a lot of material to get through.

www.tinyurl.com/Georgiatownplan

INTRODUCTION & BACKGROUN

Introduction. Ir , the Town of Georgia, VT began the
process of updating its Town Plan, led by the Town of Georgia
Planning Commission h Planning LLC was contracted
by the town to assist the Planning Commission with this Town
Plan update effort, including facilitating public outreach, public
meetings, and drafting a new plan document

town-wide survey was conducted

y which would help

inform the updated plan, and identify important topics which

should be discussed in more detail. This document, prepared by

Regrowth Planning, provides the background, details and final
results of that survey effort

OPEN HOUSE

Open House and Presentation. In preparation for the design
of the survey, a public ‘open hou:
ober 24, 2023 at escue building, foll
ntation and discussion. The purpose of t
that the Town Plan was being upd:
information on the process, and invite them to
re important to them which they

and discussion was used to identify what types of questions and
ould be included in the wider community

attended by approximately 35 people who
participated in the discu: and provided comments on
a series of interactive display boards. A copy of the public
comments and meeting notes from th
of the presentation and meeting, we

SURVEY DESIGN

The resulting public comments from the October 24th

lop the initial questions for the
community-wide survey. Regrowth Planning drafted the initial
survey questions, which

ed and discussed with

vas designed to inquire on peopl

ntified in the open hou:

gather additional input about those topics, and then a
to rank the relative importance of t topics.

en. Hol/se\dvpnran bmberﬂm 2023,

DRAFT | APPENDIXA | January 26, 2024
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INTRODUCTION & BACKGROUND and discussion was used to identify what types of questions and

ould be included in the wider community survey.

I o I m a t Introduction. In 2023, the Town of Georgia, began the . attended by approximately 3 ;
process of updating its Town Plan, led by the Town of Georgia participated in the discussion and provided comments on

Planning Commission rowth Planning LLC w ontracted
o : o a series of interactive display boards. A copy of the public
the town to assist the Planning Commission with this Town
o off g comments and me
Plan update effor, including faciltating public outreach, public (2%
meetings, and drafting a new plan documer 2

Asaninitial stage of this work, atown-wide surveywas conducted ~ SURVEY DESIGN

1o solicit public input on a variety of vhich would help
inform the updated plan, and identify important topi hict The res! ulmg public comments from the October 24th
* b T should be discussed in more detail. This docum ared by e help develop the initial questions for the
resenta |lopic are |Initia eas s P, o o, 1 o e Ty P G i
I its of that survey effort ey ed and discussed with

ks the
OPEN HOUSE

qumu s removed or con,ohda\ed until a final survey was
ready. The su s designed to inquire on peopl

o
ion. aratior the des| z
9 5 m I n u te a u S e fo r- & A Open H::ls? and Presenttion n preparaton o he desin e e o B e
; it gk F S er a(mmmd\ mpmabuuuh« 3 h

information on the proc e them o c
eimportant to them which they

Present Next Topic, Share Initial Ideas
=> 5 minute pause for Q&A

1 hour at end for general discussion ¥ Vi

DRAFT | APPENDIXA | January 26, 2024
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Review of Survey Results
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TAKE THE SURVEY!
Survey Results

Town of Georgia

&9 Town Plan Update

The Town of Georgia Planning Commission is conducting

a survey to get public input for our Town Plan Update. All

residents, property and business owners in the town are
encouraged to participate!

Online Surveys Completed: 407 3 OPTIONS TO PARTICIPATE:

e R . E'& '
Paper Surveys Completed 15 Go online! Visit this address: .&gi :

www.tinyurl.com/GeorgiaVTSurvey BT
ONLINE e

-0R-

W

DOWNLOAD Download and print the survey at home,
& PRINT then return it to the Town Office.

Tota I S u rveys co m p I eted : 4 2 2 PDF here > www.tinyurl.com/Georgiatownplan

-OR-

Pick up a printed copy at the Town Office,
Library or GEMS front office, then return
it to the Town Office.

For more information about this survey and the Town Plan update, please visit our webpage, located at:

www.tinyurl.com/Georgiatownplan

www.tinyurl.com/Georgiatownplan
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Q1: What is your opinion on the overall amount of growth and development in the Town of Georgia over the past several years?
(Select one)

We could use a lot more growth 1.27%

We could use a little more growth 26.38%
It has been just about right 28.06%
We have seen a little too much growth 18.23%
We have seen way too much growth 10.79%
Answered: 417
Unsure / No opinion 5.28% Skipped: 5

REGROWTH
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Q2: In managing future growth and development within the town, how important are each of the following factors to you?
Protecting our water quality and natural resources 3.00
Protecting local working farms and agricultural lands 2.69
Protecting our small town, rural character and scenic views 2.68

Increasing revenue to support a healthy tax base 1.92

Attracting additional industrial growth in industrial areas 1.67
Attracting additional commercial growth in South Village 145
Alleviating traffic congestion 1.35
Expanding opportunities for home occupations 1.31
Attracting additional commercial growth in Georgia Center 110
Attracting additional residential growth in rural areas 0.57 Answered: 420

Skipped: 2

Attracting additional affordable rental apartments / duplexes 0.52

REGROWTH
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Q2: In managing future growth and development within the town, how important are each of the following factors to you?

Protecting our water quality and natural resources 3.00
Protecting local working farms and agricultural lands 2.69 PROTECTING

Protecting our small town, rural character and scenic views 2.68
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Attracting additional commercial growth in South Village 145
Alleviating traffic congestion 1.35
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Protecting our small town, rural character and scenic views 2.68
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Attracting additional commercial growth in Georgia Center 110
Attracting additional residential growth in rural areas 0.57 ATTRACTING

Attracting additional affordable rental apartments / duplexes 0.52
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Q2: In managing future growth and development within the town, how important are each of the following factors to you?

Protecting our water quality and natural resources
Protecting local working farms and agricultural lands

Protecting our small town, rural character and scenic views

3.00

2.69 PROTECTING

2.68

Increasing revenue to support a healthy tax base

Attracting additional industrial growth in industrial areas

Attracting additional commercial growth in South Village

Alleviating traffic congestion

Expanding opportunities for home occupations

167 NON-RESIDENTIAL GROWTH

131

Attracting additional commercial growth in Georgia Center

110

Attracting additional residential growth in rural areas 0.57 ATTRACTING

Attracting additional affordable rental apartments / duplexes 0.52
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www.tinyurl.com/Georgiatownplan {C LRI




Tax Revenue

17 7/

Increasing revenues to support a healthy/stable tax base? | am
not in favor of increasing taxes in this town.”

www.tinyurl.com/Georgiatownplan



Tax Revenue

When we talk about raising “tax revenue”, we aren't saying “raise your
taxes”, we are talking about getting additional revenue and income
from new property improvements/development.

www.tinyurl.com/Georgiatownplan



Tax Revenue

When we talk about raising “tax revenue”, we aren't saying “raise your
taxes”, we are talking about getting additional revenue and income
from new property improvements/development.

|deally, this new revenue would reduce the pressure on existing
taxpayers.
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Tax Revenue

When we talk about raising “tax revenue”, we aren't saying “raise your
taxes”, we are talking about getting additional revenue and income
from new property improvements/development.

|deally, this new revenue would reduce the pressure on existing
taxpayers.

However, not all taxes/development are the same....

{/ [ EGROWTH
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COSt Of Community SerVices (Per S1.00 in Tax Revenue)

$.00 SWVAS $.50 $.75 $1.00  $1.25

Source: American Farmland Trust - Cost of Community Services Studies - Farmland Information Center
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COSt Of Community SerVices (Per S1.00 in Tax Revenue)

I I I I
Residential $1.16

$.00 SWVAS $.50 $.75 $1.00  $1.25

Source: American Farmland Trust - Cost of Community Services Studies - Farmland Information Center
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COSt Of Community SerVices (Per S1.00 in Tax Revenue)

I I I I
Residential $1.16

Agriculture $.37

$.30
|
$.00 SWVAS $.50 $.75 $1.00  $1.25

Commercial /
IRLSHEE]

Source: American Farmland Trust - Cost of Community Services Studies - Farmland Information Center
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SUMMARY OF COST OF COMMUNITY SERVICES STUDIES

Community

Residential
including
farm houses

Commercial

Industrial

&

Working
&
Open Land

Source

New Jersey
Freehold Township
Holmdel Township
Middletown Township
Upper Freehold Township
Wall Township

151
:1.38
w14
11,18
#1.28

1 0:17
1 0:21
:0.34
: 0.20
: 0.30

1033
: 0.66
: 0.36
: 0.35
: 0.54

American Farmland Trust, 1998
American Farmland Trust, 1998
American Farmland Trust, 1998
American Farmland Trust, 1998

American Farmland Trust, 1998

New Hampshire
Brentwood
Deerfield
Dover
Exeter
Fremont
Groton
Hookset
Lyme
Milton
Mont Vernon

Stratham

N e e e T R

Brentwood Open Space Task Force, 2002

Auger, 1994 Pop 4200, 40 min outside Concord
Kingsley, et al., 1993

Niebling, 1997

Auger, 1994 Pop 4700, 20 min outside Manchester
New Hampshire Wildlife Federation, 2001

Innovative Natural Resource Solutions, 2008

pPickard, 2000 Pop 1700, 25 min Lebanon/Dartmouth
Innovative Natural Resource Solutions, 2005
Innovative Natural Resource Solutions, 2002

Auger, 1994

Source: American Farmland Trust - Cost of Community Services Studies - Farmland Information Center

www.tinyurl.com/Georgiatownplan
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Q3: Would you want to see the Town of Georgia work toward the development of a compact, pedestrian friendly mixed-use
commercial growth center, similar to a traditional downtown, in South Village or Georgia Center? (Select any that apply)

42.7%

Yes, in South Village

No 29.8%

Yes, in Georgia Center 27.2%

Maybe / Unsure 13.8%

Other Location 21% Answered: 419

Skipped: 3

REGROWTH
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Comments

“Would love more safe walking areas”

“No more commercial”

“Definitely NOT in Georgia Center!”

“Both areas could be utilized, especially with
the new housing happening in Georgia Center
and the proximity of the school.”

www.tinyurl.com/Georgiatownplan



Q4: Using the map below, how appropriate do you think each of the following areas of town are for new commercial growth? (Refer
to map)

Answered: 420
Skipped: 2

: . REGROWTH
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Q4: Using the map below, how appropriate do you think each of the following areas of town are for new commercial growth? (Refer
to map)

100%
a0% .
80%
70%

60%

50%

40%

30%

20%

10% -
0%

AREAG6  AREA3 AREA 2 AREA 7 AREA 5 AREA 4 Other/ AREA1

- South - - North - East - West - rural -
Village Georgia  Georgia  Georgia  Georgia Georgia  areas Lakeshor _
Center Plains e Answered: 420
Skipped: 2
. Most Appropriate Somewhat Appropriate . Not Appropriate

. REGROWTH
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Q5: Would you support the Town of Georgia providing water and/or sewer service to the South Village area to support new
commercial and residential growth there? (Select one)

Yes 11.6%

Yes, but would depend on the amount of

impact to local taxes 23.0%

Yes, but only if it was funded and maintained
by a local district with no tax impact to 33.0%
locals outside of that district

No 24.9%

Maybe / Unsure 7.4% Answered: 421

Skipped: 1
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

. REGROWTH
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Q6 - Are there areas of town or natural resources you would like to see protected? (Write in)

1. Yes! The lake shore and rural farm areas
2. Yes trees. We dont

3. Yes maintaining public access to Lake Champlain via Georgia Beach and
maintaining and improving the Russell Greene ares, access to Silver lake, and
other public spaces would be important.

4. yes, fields and grasslands, the lake shore, and all wetlands. | am
concemed the ZA is not well enough informed about the environmental
impact of buiding, and we have to plén for flooding.

5. Yes Arownead. ke and the Lamoille River leading up to it
6. Yes not letting Boves build

1. Yes agnicultural areas, lake area.

8. Wetlands. We do not need ‘improved” wetlands. They need to be left per
state requirements

9. Wetlands, rivers streams, lakes, widife habitat

10. Wetlands between Russell Greene Natural area and 1044, Deer Brook
upstream of Russell Greene Natural Area.

1. Wetlands and their buffers, same with streams and their buffers.

12. West village should be protected from commercial development and kept
residential

13. Unsure
14. unknown at this time
15. 7o of Bovat Road around the town forest

16. There are many areas (wetlands) on the west side of Route 7 n the
Georgia Village and north to St. Albans area that appear to be encroached
ypon

17. The valley extending northward from Sodom Road following Route 7 to
Reynolds Road. 2) The West facing hillside that follows Bovat Road 3) Mill
River, Stone Brook, Lamoille River watersheds

18. 7he small town area feel. The ol campground- no massive building that
we can't sustain with emergency services and school enroliment. The Camisa
project proposing development that forces the town to, pmmie sewer. The
Camisa / Fairbanks - deny it Stop.

that can't handle it

19. The school as it is over crowded now
20. 7he same areas that are currently

21, Stone Bridge Creek actualy see the
nature trail that was rumored to be coming many years ago.

22. Thelakeshore and Georgia Plains

23. Thelakei

24. The lakel!!

25. Thelake shores both Armowhead and Champlain

26. The hiking areas - cannot recall their names, off 1044, off Georgia Beach
10ad, the Georgia beach.

21. The Bechard farm and surrounding areas of Bradliey Hil
28. Streams and rivers adjoining fammiends
29. 4 long drives-

Town of Georgia VT Town Plan

15 & Vermont Statue addressing this issue

30. South village

1. Silverlake

2. Silver Lake Arrowhead Lake, Lamoile River Lakeshore
33. Silker lake area

. Silver Lake and other trail systems

. Silver loke

36. Silver Lake

31. Shoreline

38. Rjparian areas, water qualiy for lake, keep forested areas
39. Protected spaces and no Boves!

40. Protect the entire lake shore. Let ot have the area around exit 18 to
tum into storage units.

41. protect existing apen land, like Georgia Town Forest. Need public places
to walk and public access to the lake.

42. Protectagricultral reas and scenic views:

a. A The South Village

Property; respect owners rights and don't assume it can be tumed into 8
town center unless the town is wiling to buy out all the property owners at
market price. Same goes for the rest of the town.

44, Please sitop allowing the clear cutting of lerge swaths of forest to put in
Ssprawiing houses, eg. on Sandy Birch rd

45. Please keep Georgia as scenic and rural as it is, with very focused arezs
of growth if the population agrees

46. Park at tintersection of Mill River road and Georgia Shore road.
41. Qur school as it s full now

48. Qur lake shore

49. Open and wooded aress outside of the South Georgia Ares.

. Oakiand Station Road corridor and east. Lakefront generally.

. No-Act 250 works for this question

. No more growth.

@ @

@ @
&R

PR ]
a8 28

ur major water basins,
L‘Mmp/am aﬂdArmwheadzake/zamw//eﬁw

S4. No - by protecting land you are reducing the tax base.
55. no
56. no
57. no
58. Mo

63. 1

APPENDIX A - Survey Report | February 26, 2024
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Q6: Are there areas of town or natural resources you would like to see protected? (I/rite in)

Q6 - Are there areas of town or natural resources you would like to see protected? (Continued)

64. Mil falls Park. Public access to the waterfront.

65. M: w ki th on site of
66. Library,beach ares, food shelf

67. /arge contiguous blocks, with connectivity

68. Lamoille River

69. Lakeshore. Gordon Pond. All wetlands. Russell Greene protected natural
area. Silver Lake Woods

70. Lakesthore, Town Forests and All rails, Lake Arrowhead,
1. Lakeshore, farm areas left s farms
72. Lakeshore Eagle Min

oo need more

100. /2. be 0. member of the
community involved with an active organization.

101. /ndvidual properties

102. /m not certain what the town natural resources are.

103. /ve travelled extensively throughout the State and | don't think Georgia
"has any viewsheds that are worthy of protection

104. /mnew to the area, but always side with protecting as many natural
resources s possible.

105. /4 like to see less traffic on our secondary roads. The views of the
mountains ... Mt Mansfield and Georgia Mountain should be protected.

106. see the s, lake shore and
Also would like to protect/ keep the combination of apen field and forested
subdivisions.

73. L
protection Georgia Center needs. focus
4. Lakeshore area

ooy

5. Lakeshore area

. Lakestore and North Georgia
1. Lakeshore

. Lakeshore

. Lakeshore

. Lakeshore

. Lakeshore

. Lakeshore

<
s

TR
g2s3

Lakeshore
Lakeshore
Lakes, wooded areas, rural roads

a28

=
&

. Lakes
. Lakeffont, forested areas, farmiand
. Lake water quality

89. Lake shore should be allowed to build higher than 16 feet. but only as
high as 2 stories.

0. Lake shore & Natural Preserves

= o
£ 3

e g

. Lake share

. Lake Champlain waterfront Arrowhead Lake

. Lake Champlain is most important for & variely of reasons
4. Lake Champlain Georgia beach Shoreline

95. Lake Arrowhead Deer Brook Lake Champlain, Mill River, Silver Lake
Forest

96. Lake area, areas with historic structures, farmiands, Deadman curve
97. Keep Lake access.
98. Keep existing park areas (Silver Lake, Russell Green, Mill River falls ares,

° 2 9
88

107. / would like to see the town owned lands to include maintained hiking
paths.

108. /would like to see the south village remain the same and not become &
residential hub.

109. / think
were to be built around there, (s'ur/l 85, /mw a mmmemslp/ope/ry wm//d
dispose of toxic waste without disturbing the lake or surrounding widlife)
110. Homes South V

be protected. There is 8 lot of discussion about South Vi V/Aige am/ its
development that | am against due to the impact on neighborhoods nearby
and to the overall makeup of Georgia and our rural nature. Many don't want 8
downtown feel here. We moved ro Georgia to avoid this.

111, Ground water

112. Gordon Pond Lakeshore areas

113. Georgia Store, lake Arrowhead Mill River, natursl areas that Georgia
already owns. Georgia Beach and the park

114, Georgia Litter along Lake Chempl
awfil We should be promoting this road as a bike route and it shemeful
115. Georgia shore in st albans bay water qualiy is toxicin summer. Helth
hazard!

) Ml River Park, Russel Natural Aves, Silver Lake
a/u/ \GEMS rec propertes

117, Georgia beach

118. Forest areas!

119. Farmiand to the greatest extent reasonable lakeshore
120. farmiand

121. Farmers have been spreading manure s late s last week - concerned
about water quality of lake

122. Farm land should not be NHWIM ‘out” by housing development around
the flelds. Protect Lake She

lake shore on Champlein &. Aﬂvwlrsa{/ Widife connectivity - open land &

and others (7)) protected. If there are other they should be
protected.

99. /1’ ok now

rest connections betw. & 8cross roadways.
123. Existing gpen land and wetlands
124. Eagle Mountain
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Q6: Are there areas of town or natural resources you would like to see protected? (I/rite in)

Popular Resources:
Lakeshore
Arrowhead Lake
Silver Lake
Wetlands
Streams

Popular Viewsheds:

Lake Champlain
Georgia Shore Road

Answered: 158
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Q8: How important is it to protect the view of the lake along Georgia Shore Road? (Select one)

Not Important 7.9%

Somewhat Important 14.6%

21.6%

Important

Very Important

54.9%

Unsure 1.0% Answered: 417
Skipped: 5

REGROWTH
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Q9: How much do you agree or disagree with the following statement? (Select one) “I am concerned about the potential impacts of
short term rentals (e.g. Airbnb, VRBO, etc.) on our neighborhood.”

Agree or Strongly Agree
Agree 22.7% 4 2 7 0/
o4 /0

Neutral / Unsure 32.5%

Disagree or Strongly Disagree

24.8%

Disagree

Answered: 419
Skipped: 3

Strongly Disagree 9.8%

: . REGROWTH
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Potential Recommendations

7/

s Town Plan could be strengthened to better recognize priority policy of
protecting natural resources, and small town character. Could

recommend specific policies or strategies which could advance these
goals.

www.tinyurl.com/Georgiatownplan



Potential Recommendations

s Town Plan could be strengthened to better recognize priority policy of
protecting natural resources, and small town character. Could
recommend specific policies or strategies which could advance these
goals.

K/

s Town Plan should have general policy of working to direct new growth in
and around the already established growth centers for Industrial and
South Village and away from the rural areas to reduce sprawl. This is
generally covered in the current plan but could be strengthened.

www.tinyurl.com/Georgiatownplan



Potential Recommendations

7/

* Town Plan needs to recognize and respond to the traffic congestion
issue in South Village, and how the town may be able to use this plan to
help leverage the State VTrans to assist in addressing this issue. This
issue is not directly addressed in the current plan.

www.tinyurl.com/Georgiatownplan



Potential Recommendations

X/

* Town Plan needs to recognize and respond to the traffic congestion
issue in South Village, and how the town may be able to use this plan to
help leverage the State VTrans to assist in addressing this issue. This
issue is not directly addressed in the current plan.

K/

s The plan needs to include a review of the South Village area and its

zoning to identify potential modifications which could help attract new
investment.

{/ [ EGROWTH

. v
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Potential Recommendations

* Plan could recommend continued effort to advance a private or
municipal wastewater sewer system which would allow additional
growth potential in South Village, provided that concerns of traffic and
costs are adequately addressed. This topic is only covered peripherally
in the current Town Plan. This focused growth strategy helps protect
rural areas/resources as well as strengthen the tax base.

www.tinyurl.com/Georgiatownplan



Potential Recommendations

% Plan could recommend continued effort to advance a private or
municipal wastewater sewer system which would allow additional
growth potential in South Village, provided that concerns of traffic and
costs are adequately addressed. This topic is only covered peripherally
in the current Town Plan. This focused growth strategy helps protect
rural areas/resources as well as strengthen the tax base.

s Consider adding language in the Town Plan that the town should
monitor the ongoing growth of short-term rentals and their impacts to
see if any action is warranted. This issue is not covered in the current
plan.

{/ [ REGROWTH
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Pause for Questions

5 min
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Q10: How much do you agree or disagree with the following statement? (Select one) “The needed housing types in the area are
available in the Town of Georgia.”

Strongly Agree - 6.7%
Disagree or Strongly Disagree
- I -- 41.2%
o 0

9 0
Neutral / Unsure P Agree or Strongly Agree

Disagree 33.0% o/

~ [ -~ 28.6%

Strongly Disagree - 8.2% Answered: 388
Skipped: 34

REGROWTH
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Q11: How much do you agree or disagree with the following statement? (Select one) “The needed housing types in the area are
affordable in the Town of Georgia.”

Disagree or Strongly Disagree

Strongly Agree . 3.6% 48 70/
o7 /0

Agree 131%
Agree or Strongly Agree
Neutral / Unsure 34.5% 1 6 7 /
o 0
Disagree 36.3%
Strongly Disagree 12.4% Answered: 388

Skipped: 34

REGROWTH
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Q12: What types of housing do you feel are needed in the town?

TOP 6

Single-family homes [JR11%) 47%

g.

Smaller, affordable starter homes 18 44%

Senior Citizen housing / apartments 46%

Accessory Dwelling Units / In-Law Poge

g 8
HH“

Two-family / duplex homes 40% 44%

3
a0

Assisted living / nursing homes 46% 38%

Answered: 386
Skipped: 36

) Highly Needed Somewhat Needed B Not Needed

: . REGROWTH
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Q12: What types of housing do you feel are needed in the town?

BOTTOM 6

Townhouse / condominiums 21%
Rental apartments (year-round)

31%

Planned cluster / P.U.D. neighborhoods 34%

Tiny house / communal living 28%

Seasonal homes / camps 30%

Mobile homes / mobile home parks 10%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Answered: 386
Skipped: 36

) Highly Needed Somewhat Needed B Not Needed

: . REGROWTH
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Q13: Using the map below, how appropriate do you think each of the following areas of town are for new housing growth? (Refer to
map)

100%
90%
80%
70%
60%
50%
40% m
30%

20% m
0% Rigol R2EL o i T W o

0%

AREA2 AREA5 AREA3 AREA4 AREA6 AREA7 Other/ AREA1

- North - West - - - South - East rural -

Georgia  Georgia Georgia Georgia Village Georgia  areas Lakeshor
Center Plains o

Answered: 384
Skipped: 38

. Most Appropriate

Somewhat Appropriate . Not Appropriate

REGROWTH
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Potential Recommendations

s Town Plan should be updated to better recognize that housing diversity
and affordability appears to be a growing concern, even if itis not
considered a priority at this time. This is already in line with the current
Town Plan policies, however could be adapted and updated.
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Potential Recommendations

* Town Plan should be updated to better recognize that housing diversity
and affordability appears to be a growing concern, even if it is not
considered a priority at this time. This is already in line with the current
Town Plan policies, however could be adapted and updated.

K/

s Town Plan could recognize increased support for accessory dwelling
units and senior apartments as needed elements.

{/ [ EGROWTH

. v
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Potential Recommendations

s Town Plan should be updated to recognize recent legislative changes
such as the HOME Act (Housing Opportunities Made for Everyone)and
recommend that local changes be adopted to address the following:

www.tinyurl.com/Georgiatownplan



Potential Recommendations

s Town Plan should be updated to recognize recent legislative changes
such as the HOME Act (Housing Opportunities Made for Everyone)and
recommend that local changes be adopted to address the following:

> Two-family / duplexes should be permitted anywhere single family
homes are permitted and should be treated the same.

> Accessory dwelling units shall be permitted where single family homes
are permitted and should be treated the same.

> Small multi-family (3-4 units) shall be permitted anywhere there is
municipal water and sewer.

Town Plan should address housing affordability.

{/ [ EGROWTH
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Pause for Questions

5 min
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Q14: How much do you agree or disagree with the following statement? (Select one) “New commercial shops and services are
desired within the town to serve locals, instead of having to drive outside of town.”

Agree or Strongly Agree
62.7%

Neutral / Unsure 13.9%

Strongly Agree

Disagree or Strongly Disagree

. - 23.4%
' ® 0
- 9.5% Answered: 389
Skipped: 33

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

REGROWTH
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Q15: What types of shops and services do you feel are desired within the Town of Georgia?

Casual restaurant 4137%) 28% /o

Bakery / coffee

Take-out & delivery restaurant

Child care / day care

—

L

Agricultural / farm support 39% 8%
Hardware 41% 279% 3%
Pharmacy 36%

Professional services 48%

Senior center 39%

Groceries / market

www.tinyurl.com/Georgiatownplan

. Highly
Desired

Somewhat
Desired

. Not

Desired

No
opinion /
Unsure

Answered: 388
Skipped: 34
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Q15: What types of shops and services do you feel are desired within the Town of Georgia?

-

320/0 /o
330/0 0/0

Bakery / coffee

\_ Take-out & delivery restaurant

Child care / day care

—

L

3 5 °/° 9 °/°

Agricultural / farm support 39% 8%

Hardware 41%

Pharmacy 36%
Professional services 48%
Senior center 39%

Groceries / market

www.tinyurl.com/Georgiatownplan

. Highly
Desired

Somewhat
Desired

. Not

Desired

No
opinion /
Unsure

Answered: 388
Skipped: 34
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Q15: What types of shops and services do you feel are desired within the Town of Georgia?

. Highly
Kids entertainment 38% 7% Desired
Fitness / health center 36%
General entertainment 38% Somewhat
Desired
Public transportation 34%
Bar / brewery 26% 25 3% . Not
Desired
Upscale restaurant 29% 22% 3%
Unsure
Bookstore 25% 8%
Lodging / hotel 20% 170 4% Answered: 388
Skipped: 34

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

: , REGROWTH
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Potential Recommendations

/7

s Town plan should reflect desire for certain shops and services, with
potential recommendations on how Chain/Fast Food business could be
discouraged or managed, and how these results could be used by the
town to help market/recruit a local restaurant to the area.

www.tinyurl.com/Georgiatownplan



Potential Recommendations

* Town plan should reflect desire for certain shops and services, with
potential recommendations on how Chain/Fast Food business could be
discouraged or managed, and how these results could be used by the
town to help market/recruit a local restaurant to the area.

K/

s Should review commercial zoning for potential recommendations
related to child care, ag/farm support and other desired businesses and
identify ways we can help encourage their development.

{/ [ EGROWTH

. v
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Pause for Questions

5 min
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Q16: On a scale of 1-5 (where 1 = Poor / 5 = Great) how would you rate each of the following services?

Winter maintenance /plowing of State roads (50

(.. Rt. 7, 104A, etc) 20% 42% 29,

Winter maintenance /plowing of Town roads (6%} 9% 22% 36% % [ P
Clearing of right-of-ways mowing/ditching 31% 26% 9%
along State roads 3 i
Clearing of right-of-ways mowing/ditching 1203 1298 249 26% 1503 9%
along Town roads : ° ° °
Unsure
Paving/repair of State roads (e.g. Rt. 7, 2194 339 26% (9o 3E3%
104A, etc)
Paving/repair of Town roads 29% 27% 17.%:%3%
Town Office communication and providing . o p
Enforcement of vacant property and junk 12793 21% 8%, 5 1750
cleanu E ° | 2
d B Answered: 378
Police presence and law enforcement £24%; 20% 6% £5%1 5% Skipped: 44

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

. . 7§ REGROWTH
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Potential Recommendations

/7

s The Town Plan should be updated to recognize that these are areas for
improvement desired by the community.

s The Town has recently adopted a Junk Ordinance which is slated to go
into effect 60 days after February 20th. Plan could note that this should
be monitored to see how effective it is.

% There were many written suggestions on how town office
communication might be improved, and we can review these to identify
potential recommendations in the plan which work well with town office
staffing/structure.

www.tinyurl.com/Georgiatownplan



.
Georgia, VT (MA)

Notifications

. My Subscriptions

My Subscriptions
NAME + PRODUCT SUBSCRIBE TO EMAIL
Alerts ®
Official Alerts from Georgia , VT 8
Board of Abatement
Board of Abatement Announcements 2 »

Board of Civil Authority

Board of Abatement & Justice of the Peace Announcements g »
Conservation Commission
% : B8 »

Conservation Commission Announcements

Notifications Development Review Board o e
Development Review Board Announcements
General News & Announcements B ‘
official news from Georgia, VT
Library Board of Trustees E »
Library Board of Trustees Announcements

Planning Commission
Planning Commission Announcements

N BEGROWTH
www.tinyurl.com/Georgiatownplan




Potential Recommendations

/7

s Thereisaneed for more transparency in local government.

* The plan should recognize that police presence and law enforcement is
a concern of residents, and identify ways in which the town may be able
to secure better support from the County Sheriff/State Police.

% However, it has been noted that a major obstacle to this is that there is
a significant manpower shortage for them to cover Georgia also.

www.tinyurl.com/Georgiatownplan



Q18: How much do you agree or disagree with the following statement? (Select one) “The Town Offices and Library services would
serve locals better if they were located in new facilit(ies) in South Village as it is being developed.”

Strongly Agree 10.1%

Agree 13.0%
Neutral / Unsure 27.1%
Strongly Disagree _ 25.2%

Disagree or Strongly Disagree

49.9%

Agree or Strongly Agree

23.1%

Answered: 377
Skipped: 45

REGROWTH
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Q19: How much do you agree or disagree with the following statement? (Select one) ““A community is improved by celebrating
diversity and welcoming all persons, regardless of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, gender identity or expression, sexual
orientation, age, or disability.”

Agree 20.8% Agree or Strongly Agree
Neutral / Unsure 17.9% 6 8 P 0 /o
Disagree or Strongly Disagree
Disagree 4.8%

S 1 4. 1 /o Answered: 375
Strongly Disagree = Skipped: 47

0% 10%

. REGROWTH
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Q20: What types of community amenities or activities do you feel are desired within the Town of Georgia?

Beach

Off-road recreational walking/biking trails 15% 122% ‘ £32%) 3%
Refurbished / improved facilities at Georgia y Y
Beach L 18% 129% :26%) 12994 %

Activities or facilities for youth 21% -31%) 41008 5%

Additional activities or uses at Georgia 1ol 30% o1ty o 47

22% 2% 1594 5%

|

Additional community events

Community playground / park 21% 23%) ‘ 120%) 11900 4%
Community gathering / multi-purpose event 2394 259 o emy

space

Activities or facilities for seniors 28% 25% 119% 5 9%

aH
|

New or improved sidewalks 17% 116%) 411990 5%
, Answered: 378
On-road bike lanes £359 17% 121% 112%1 120K 3% .
Skipped: 44
Community garden 20% :22%) 114% 2% 6%
0%  10%  20% 30% 40%  50% 60% 70%  80%  90% 100%

7§ REGROWTH
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Q22: How much would you desire to see bike lanes or wider road shoulders added to the following roads?

7% . Not Desired

Somewhat ...

Ballard Road 17% 8%

B Desired

Sandy Birch Road

. Top Priority

25%

Georgia Middle Road
Unsure
Plains Road 16%
Mill River Road 18% 1500 ao)  12% An.swered:373
Skipped: 49

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%
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Potential Recommendations

/7

s The Town has recently adopted a statement about DEI. The Town Plan
should be updated to include this statement and describe how this fits
into the overall vision of the town.

s Although off-road trails ranked very high, it was noted that there are
already a number of such trails and connections within the town, and
that people may not be aware of the options available. As an initial step,
the plan could recommend how to improve public awareness of these
existing recreational options before new trails are planned or built.
Longer term, a trails master plan may be considered.

www.tinyurl.com/Georgiatownplan



Potential Recommendations

% (Georgia Shore Road could be looked at as part of a larger recreational
trail network, however this may be challenging. Could instead prioritize
connecting other off-road trails and filling in missing segments.

s The plan could recognize a general sentiment that the maintenance of
existing facilities should be prioritized above adding new facilities, or
that the town should be sure it has the capacity to maintain and
upgrade them before adding new elements.

% Inthelongerterm, specific suggestions for new activities or facilities
were provided in the survey, which could be identified as future ideas to
work towards.

www.tinyurl.com/Georgiatownplan



Q23: Should the town try to coordinate with adjacent municipalities to plan for shared community and recreation amenities, so that
each municipality doesn’t need to construct their own? (Select one)

Unsure 14.4%

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% Answered: 376
Skipped: 46
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Q25: How much do you agree or disagree with the following statement? (Select one) “Cellular phone service within the town is
adequate for my daily needs.”

Strongly Agree 10.8%

Disagree or Strongly Disagree

o 50.8%

Neutral / Unsure 8.7% Agree or Strongly Agree
Disagree 25.8% 4 0 ] 5 /0

Strongly Disagree 25.0%

Answered: 380

Skipped: 42
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%
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Q26: How much do you agree or disagree with the following statement? (Select one) “High-speed internet service within the town is
adequate for my daily needs.”

Strongly Agree - 13.0%
Agree or Strongly Agree
o [ -~ 51.6%
o (o)
Neutral / Unsure 12.2% Disagree or Strongly Disagree
i 17.2%
Srangly Disagree - ’ Answered: 378

Skipped: 44
0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%
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Q27: How much do you agree or disagree with the following statement? (Select one) “The Town of Georgia municipality should work
to pursue sustainable energy solutions for its operations, such as geothermal, heat exchangers, solar or wind energy sources,
reduced energy use, and fossil fuel reductions.”

Strongly Agree 22.2% Agree or Strongly Agree

o - 92.9%
Neutral / Unsure 53,45 Disagree or Strongly Disagree
©
Disagree _ 13.5% 23 e 3 /0
Strongly Disagree - 9.8% Answered: 378

Skipped: 44

REGROWTH
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Q28: How much do you agree or disagree with the following statement? (Select one) “The Town of Georgia municipality should work
to encourage and support ways in which homeowners and businesses can pursue sustainable energy solutions, such as geothermal,
heat exchangers, solar or wind energy sources, reduced energy use, and fossil fuel reductions.”

Strongly Agree 24.6%

Agree or Strongly Agree

- 54,5%

Disagree or Strongly Disagree

23.1%

8.5% Answered: 378
Skipped: 44

Agree

Neutral / Unsure 22.5%

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60%
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Potential Recommendations

/7

% The planshould be updated to reflect the status of current
internet/cellular needs, and identify a goal/policy of continuing to work
toward the improvement of local cellular service where possible.

s The plan should be updated with a goal or policy of coordinating with
adjacent municipalities on shared needs. If possible, specific
suggestions for outreach to adjacent towns on how to get this
conversation started should be included, with initial outreach before
this planis adopted.

www.tinyurl.com/Georgiatownplan



Potential Recommendations

/7

s Although the current plan already recognizes a sustainable energy goal,
the language could be updated and strengthened to reflect interest in
the town supporting local residents and business owners with
alternative energy solutions as well.

s The planshould also strive to reduce any administrative or procedural
barriers to this adoption.
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Pause for Questions

5 min
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Q29: Considering your answers to the previous questions, please rank each of the following topics/ issues on a scale of 1-10 in
terms of their importance for the Town of Georgia to address over the next several years: (7 = Not Important, 5 = Average, 10 = Top
Priority)

Preserving town character and natural resources

18 TOP RANKED

Improving roadway maintenance and safety _ 6.8

Increasing police presence and enforcement _ 6.7

Improving cellular phone and internet services 6.7
Improving municipal government function & 6.6

communications [
Increasing revenues to support a healthy tax base 6.5
Answered: 376
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 Skipped: 46
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Q29: Considering your answers to the previous questions, please rank each of the following topics/ issues on a scale of 1-10 in
terms of their importance for the Town of Georgia to address over the next several years: (7 = Not Important, 5 = Average, 10 = Top
Priority)

Attracting more local shops and services 6.0 LOWER RANKED

Adding new recreational amenities or services 5.7

Improving bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure

o
o

Addressing energy use, climate change and
sustainability

Addressing diversity, equity and inclusion in the _ 5.3
community '

Improving availability and affordability of housing
options

Answered: 376
0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 Skipped: 46
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Potential Recommendations

¢ Preservation of town character and natural resources should be
recognized as an over-arching goal, with the plan language
strengthened to support it, and reflected in the overall vision of the
document.

s Some limited commercial/industrial growth focused in selected areas
of town could help to alleviate the tax burden on the town, and could
provide shops and services that serve locals.
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Discussion Period
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Know Someone Who Missed This?
A copy of this presentation, as well as a

video of the meeting, will be provided on
the project webpage in the coming days.
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Have additional Thoughts?

You can also submit additional comments and
suggestions via the online form at:

www.tinyurl.com/GeorgiaTownPlan
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Thank you everyone!
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Follow Up Questions

e Would you support the establishment of additional local requlations
such as water quality protection, viewshed protection, farmland
protection or design standards for new development?

e Why do you think apartments ranked so low as a needed housing
type? What concerns might you have about apartments in the Town of
Georgia?

e f[oodservice ranked very high on local retail needs, but
chain/fast-food/drive thru restaurants ranked last. What is it about
these that you do NOT like?
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Follow Up Questions

e What are the specific concerns with vacant property/junk that need
to be prioritized?

e [ibraryrelocated to South Village scored very low. What reasons do
you think this might be? Non-central? Traffic?






